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State  of  tJ)e  Controverjy  hetwixt  United  and 
Separate  Parliaments. 

EVER  (ince  t!ie  Union  of  the  Two  Crowns,  it  has  been 
the  work  of  fa£lious  turbulent  Spirits,  to  foment  Jea- 
loufics,  and  to  promote  Differences  betwixt  thefe  Two 
Nations. 

On  the  other  hand,  All  well-meaning  Men  have  thought, 
that  a  nearer  Union  will  be  the  only  effe£tual  meafure  to  bring 
thefe  Two  Nations  to  a  peaceable  State  at  home,  and  to  make 
them  formidable  abroad. 

Her  Majefty  in  her  Princely  Care,  hath  been  pleas'd  to  appoint 
Commiffioners  to  treat  of  fuch  an  Union  ;  and  thele  Commiflio- 
ners  have  concluded  a  Treaty  for  that  purpofe. 

This  Treaty  is  to  be  laid  before  the  Parliaments  of  Both  Nati- 
ons ;  and  no  doubt  this  fa£lious  Race  will  ftill  be  at  work,  either 
intirely  to  obilrud  this  intended  Union,  or  to  put  it  upon  fuch 
an  uneafy  and  unequal  foot,  as  fhall  tempt  one  or  other  of  thele 
Two  Nations  to  break  it, 

The  Confequences  of  a  proper  and  well-founded  Union,  are  fo 
great  and  univerfal,  that  it  may  be  the  Privilege  and  Duty  of  e- 
very  (ingle  Subjecl  of  either  Nation,  to  offer  his  fincere  Opinion 
in  fuch  a  Cafe ;  and  in  the  fenle  of  this  Duty  I  prefume  to  offer 
thefe  few  Pages  with  all  imaginable  Sincerity  and  Submiffion. 

I  fhall  not  pretend  to  make  a  particular  Enquiry  into  the  De- 
tail of  this  Treaty  ;  but  this  Scheme  (lb  far  as  I  can  ksirnj  and 
all  other  Treaties,  whether  upon  the  Incorporate  or  Foederal 
Scheme,  feem  to  conclude,  That  an  abfolute  Communication  of 
Trade,  andofmoft  other  publick  Interefts  and  Privileges,  with  a 
proportionable  Share  of  the  Burthens  and  Benefits  attending  that 
Trade  and  thefe  Privileges,  is  neceffary  towards  eftablilhing  a 
jufland  lairing  Union,  and  good  Correfpondence  betwixt  thefe 
Nations. 

A  2  That 
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Tliat  Scheme  Iikewife  (and  all  other  Schemes,  whether  Incor- 
porate or  FqeJera  I)  feems  to  conclude,  That  in  the  moft  Abfoiute 
and  Incorporate  Union  that  can  be  made  betwixt  thefe  Two  Na-'" 
tioiis,  there  are  feveralTnterefts  (ahd  of  the  greateft  Confequence 
too;  which  are  and  mull:  be  referved  (eparate  to  each  Nation, 
after  the  Union  is  agreed  to. 

It  is  none  of  my  prefent  purpofe,  to  examine  whether  or  not 
thefe  Gentlemen,  who  were  impowered  to  treat  of  this  Matter, 
have  aded  their  part  faithfully  and  wiitly,  either  with  refpsQ: 
to  the  things  to  be  Incorporated,  or  the  things  to  be  Referved. 

Whecher  the  Duties  which  thefe  Gentlemen  have  engag'd  us 
in,  are  eafy  and  proper  for  the  Scots,  as  fome  fay  ;  or  if  they  are 
infupportable,  as  others  fay  ? 

Whether  the  Engagements  which  they  have  brought  the  Scots 
under,  of  paying  a  Share  of  the  Englifh  Debts,  will  be  fuffici- 
cntly  relieved  by  the  Equivalents  promifed,  or  if  the  Scots  will 
be  over-whelmed  by  thefe  Debts? 

Whether  the  Rights  of  the  Scots  Jffrica^-CompSLny,  are  well 
iold,  or  if  they  are  thrown  away  ? 

Whether  they  have  purpofed  good  and  fubftantial  Articles  and 
Pfovifions  for  the  Security  of  our  Scots  Church,  and  Municipal 
Laws  and  Judicatures  ^  or  if  they  have  flurr*d  over  thefe  Matters, 
fo  as  that  the  Treaty  may  be  Rifqued  in  Parliament  ? 

Whether  or  not  the  Commons  in  Scotland  are  juftly  reprefen* 
ted  by  45,  and  the  Peers  by  16  ?  And  whether  the  State  of  Peers 
is  honourably  and  jufUy  treated  i  or  if  they  are  unpeered,  deba- 
fed,   and  degraded  ? 

Ifliall  fhun  all  thefe  Queflions,  and  fhall  prefume,  that  thefe 
Gentlemen  have  afted  their  part  very  faithfully  in  all  thefe  Mat- 
ters, and  have  obtained  very  ample  and  fubftantial  Articles  and 
Stipulations,  both  with  relation  to  the  things  to  be  incorporated, 
and  the  things  to  be  referved. 

The  great  Queftion  here  to  be  confider'd,  is  touching  the  Secu- 
rity of  thefe  Matters ;  Whether  the  Performances  of  thefe  Ar- 
ticles and  Supulations  (fuch  as  they  are)  is  more  acceflible  and  fe- 
<;uie  to  the  Scots  after  the  Union,  uader  the  Guardianfhip  and 

Admini- 
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/(iminiftraticn  of  an  Fncorporaied  Parliament,  composed  of  a 
fmall  parr  of  the  Scots  Members  thrown  into  the  whole  Reprefen- 
tativeof  K'ttgUnd^  or  under  the  Adminiftration  of  feparate  Parha- 
ments  ?  And  whether  or  not  an  united  Parliament  will  in  its 
Confequences,  engage  and  C(^r  .iliate  the  Inclinations  of  the  Peo- 
ple of  Hoth  Nations  for  ever  to  maintain  thefe  Articles?  Or  if  the 
Strufture  of  an  united  Parliament  will  occafion  fuch  a  Subverfion 
of  Rights  and  Families,  as  will  be  a  handle  in  all  Ages  for  fhaking 
that  Union  ?  •  ."j;  •'..  '-vw 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  Defcription  of  this  Queftion,  I  fball 
beg  leave  to  take  notice  of  the  Reception  it  had  amongft  the 
Commiffioners  of  the  Treaty  in  two  Particulars  :  One  Particular 
is.  That  this  Queftion  touching  the  united  Parliament  was  the  firfl: 
material  Point  concluded  on,  though  (^with  all  due  Submiflion)  ic 
ought  to  have  been  the  laif ,  for  very  obvious  Reafbns. 

The  Subjed  matter  of  this  Treaty  confilh  in  two  Branches  ; 
The  things  to  be  communicated  or  referved  of  either  ^\\Sq  ;  and, 
The  Government  of  thefe  things  after  they  are  communicated  and 
referved. 

The  common  Rules,  both  of  Mature  and  Policy,  do  diredl  that 
the  Things  fhould  be  firft  ad jufted  which  are  to  be  governed,  be- 
fore the  Government  of  them  is  pre-decermined  :  There  is  no  ne- 
ceflity  of  giving  a  Child  its  Name  before  it's  brought  forth  ;  A  Go- 
vernment to  be  made,  ought  to  be  adapted  to  the  Nature  of  the 
things  to  be  governed,  aind  not  the  thirjgs  to  it. 

If  all  manner  of  things  of  both  Nations  were  to  be  incorpora- 
ted, it  was  no  doubt  reafonable,  that  the  whole  parts  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  both  Kingdoms  fhoUld  likewife  have  been  incorpo- 
rated with  thefe  things ;  but  if  otherwile,  the  Wifdom  of  the 
Treaters  fhould  have  thought  fit  to  referve  fbme  things  of  Value, 
as  a  feparate  Property  to  each  Nation  :  It  would  feem  a  reafona- 
ble Confequence,  That  a  feparate  Pi  operty  muffc  be  manag'd  by 
a  Government  lefs  or  more  feparate,'  as  the  Nature  and  Value  of 
that  feparate  Property  might  require. 

So  that  even  though  the  whole  Members  might  from  the  be* 
ginning  have  projected,  that  the  whole  Interelfs  and  Government 

were 
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were  to  be  incorporated,  yet  in  the  common  Rules  of  Bufinefs, 
tl)e  Arciclci*  of  tilings  ought  to  have  been  firft  adjuitcd. 
-a^The  other  Particular  is.  That  when  this  grand  Point  came  to 
be  treated  of,  or  rather  pointed  at,  it  was  yielded  without  an  Ar- 
gument, though  its  known  to  every  Body,  that  many  of  the 
greateft  and  wifeft  Men  of  this  Nation  are  abfolutely  againft  an 
united  Parliament,  as  a  meafure  moil  likely  to  frudrate  the 
Treaty. 

I  am  very  far  from  believing,  that  the  reafbn  for  yielding  this 
grand  point  in  that  manner  can  be  juftified,  becaufe  (as  is  told) 
the  Englilh  Treaters  did  pofitively  declare  they  would  not  hear 
of  any  Treaty,  excepting  upon  the  foot  of  an  incorporating  Par- 
liament :  All  the  Treaters  (as  I  have  faid)  might  have  refolved 
upon  it ;  but  every  thing  muft  wait  its  time.  This  was  not  the 
way  of  treating  with  Men  at  Freedom,  and  with  Commiffioners 
called  together  by  one  and  the  fame  Autherity.  This  was  the 
only  grand  point  of  the  whole  Treaty ;  and  the  anticipating  it 
thus,  was  yielding  the  whole  Caufe. 

But  I  fhall  not  infift  any  more  upon  the  Journal  of  this  Treaty  ', 
the  Reafons  of  thefe  prepoftemns  Proceedings,  and  the  Effefts  it 
will  have  towards  the  promoting  or  poftponing  of  this  long-wifh'd 
forUnion,  will  appear  in  due  time. 

I  fhall  proceed  to  put  the  State  of  this  Queftion  in  a  true  light, 
and  fhall  ufe  my  weak  Endeavours  to  undeceive  fome  well-mean- 
ing Men,  who  feem  to  be  amufed  with  imaginary  hopes  of  Se- 
curity and  Peace  from  an  United  Parliament- 

I  have  taken  notice  that  an  Union  does  confift  (with  refpeft  to  ' 
its  fubjeft  Matter)  in  two  Branches,  In  things  to  be  Incorpora- 
ted or  Refer ved^  and  in  the  Admin iflration  and  Government  of 
thefe  things,  whether  incorporated  or  referved. 

The  firil  comprehends  the  People  of  both  Nations,  with  their 
Trade,  Privileges,  Benefits,  Burthens,  and  all  other  Interefls. 

An  Union  in  thefe,  is  the  only  folid  Expedient  to  unite  and  ce- 
ment the  Inclinations  of  different  People,  and  therefore  it  ought 
to  be  as  full  and  compleat  as  poflible. 

As 
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As  for  the  Government  and  Adminiftration  of  thefe  things, 
it  is  only  fubfervient  to  this  Union  of  Interefls,  and  it  ought  to  be 
no  further  united  as  to  its  Powers,  than  in  fo  far  as  it  can  be  made 
anfwerable  to  its  Ends. 

Government  may  be  diftinguiQiM  with  refpe£l  to  its  Pow- 
er, into  two  Parts,  The  Executive  and  the  Legiflative. 

The  firft  is  lodged  properly  in  the  hands  of  the  Prince  :  The  o- 
ther  has  its  rife  from  the  People,  with  the  Sandion  of  the  Prince. 

Government  may  be  likewife  diftinguifh'd,  with  refpedl  to  its 
Ends,  in  two  Parts  ;  One  is  for  defending  the  united  Property  of 
the  whole  Subjeds  againft  Foreign  Infults :  The  other  is  for  pro- 
tedding  each  particular  Subje«^,  or  any  Part  or  Number  of  the 
united  Subje£ls,  in  the  full  and  free  Exercife  of  their  feveral 
Properties,  againft  mutual  Injuries  at  home. 

Each  of  thefe  two  feveral  ends  of  Government,  is  accomplifh'd 
according  to  the  Will  and  Conftitution  of  that  Power  whofe  Pro- 
vince it  is* 

Andthereforeas  to  the  firrt  end  of  Government,  Nature  feems 
to  have  pointed  out  a  neceflity  that  both  thefe  Nations  fhould 
be  govcriiM  by  uuc  Priiicc  j  their  Sicuacion  is  Co  contiguous,  that 
one  cannot  be  invaded  but  the  other  muft  be  in  danger ;  and  if 
they  were  under  different  Princes,  they  might  be  in  danger  of  in- 
vading each  other :  So  that  one  Prince  is  the  moft  proper  Power 
for  executing  fuch  Operations  as  are  neceflary  for  their  common 
Defence. 

But  as  to  the  other  end  of  Government,  an  United  Parliament 
is  (with  all  Submiflion)  a  molt  improper  Power  to  proted 
the  Subjeds  in  the  feveral  parts  of  this  Ifland,  in  their  united 
Properties,  and  far  more  in  thefe  which  are  to  be  refer ved  di- 
ftinft  and  feparate. 

This  will  appear,  by  confidering  the  Complexion  of  this  Power 
of  an  United  Parliament. 

By  the  Conftitution  of  Parliaments,  the  Laws  are  to  have  their 
rile  from  the  Will  and  Humour  of  the  People,  fignified  by  the 
Lords  and  Commons,  who  (In  their  different  Capacities)  are  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation. 

It 
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It  is  a  certain  Confequence  of  all  Power,  That  wfiofbeyer  is 
polTcC'd  of  it,  he  will  imploy  it  to  advance  that  Interclt  La,  which 
he  himlcif  is  moft  affedionate,  and  in  which'  he  liiinlclf"  is  moft 

concern'd.  ..,■.;!  r  j  o.  j^    -.jv^ri; 

It  the  power  of  making  Laws  and  Ordinances  were  In  the^ole 
Arbitriment  of, the  Prince,  no,  part  of  the  Natioa  or  Subjeds 
would  have  any  tranfccndent  Influence  in  making  Laws,  pore 
ihan  any  other  part  ;  the  reafon  is.  plain.  The  Prince  In  that  Cafe 
ii  Judge  and  not  Party  ;  he  is  no  ways  intereited  if]  t(K:t^,  La\ys,  ex- 
cept in  lb  far  as  they  regard  the  common  B^n^ifit, and  Tnipro'v^^ 
of  his  whole  Nation;  he  has  no  Te  pa  rate  Property/ "«  peculiar 
Neighbourhood,  the  remoteft  Corner  is  his,  as  well  ^as  the  iVletrbr 
polls;  he  finds  his  Honour  and  Government,  fuppofted'jind.fecun 
red  by  the  Trade  of  the  more  reniote  parts,  avwellas  By  tlie 
Trade. of  the  adjacent*;  and  therefore  he  will  encourage  the  Inte- 
reft  of  the  greater  part,'  without  fufFcring  it  to  fmbthsr  tfet  of 
the  leficr ;  he  will  not futier  any  Branch  of  1  rade  in  his  whole  do- 
minions, to  perifh  by  the  Effeds  of  Laws  calculated  foi:. the  J>erfo- 
nal  Advantage  of  any  number  of  hisSubje£ls.^    ,  ,1%,  '  n7,•^i  oj 

It  muft  be  quite  other  wife,  when  Lawlan^.'Ordmajges;  .'re* 
lating  to  Trade  and  otlierConcerns,  ^re'niads^ijy.tn^ 
Humour  of  the  People,  there  the  Principles  of '  Legifluure  flow 
jfrom  a  quite  different  Foutitaifl,  and  rake  their  0urfe  into  quite 

different  Streams.  .„ ,  ri-r«  •='••• -i^  ^'ri«i/W  -    ■) 

Amongrt:  private  Men,  lometinies  the  Principres-orMbfali^ 
are  the  Rules  of  their  Actings  ;  but  great  Societies  are  abbye  ttieS 
Rules ;  A  Member  of  Parlikment  confides 'himf^lF  its  bipund  in 
Duty  to  maintain  and  promote  the  Inter^ft  he.refDrele^ts,  'by  atf 
the  Latitude  and  Means  allowM  in  the  CdnMtution'J'^wl^^ 
plain  Language,  is  his  Vote  J    "    '        ^"'   ^    ;:^   ■yc^j^'ir'r'^i'^k. 

Seeing  then  every  (ingle  JVIember  of  Parliament  i^  bo^^^^ 
and  Party,    it  mult  ncceiTarily  follow,  "Tfef'^f^^^^^^ 
Trade  does  Rival  another,  or  if  any  fepki^afe'lhttre^  dfec^^ 
tend  with  another,  that  Trade,  and  that  Interefl'which  h4s  nipft 
'Members to  fupportit,  muffc  fwallo\^u{3arid  uimliiijli^t^ 
'    Havina  tbusdefcribed  the  Nature  aiid'CdrirBleiibn  ortllis  unL- 
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ted  Reprefentative,  I  proceed  to  examine  the  Effects  of  its  Power, 
with  relation  to  the  Intereft  of  Scotland  ;  and  firft  with  refped  to 
thefe  things  which  are  to  be  incorporated. 

In  this  Jong  Trad  of  Land,  from  South  to  North,  there  is  a 
great  variety  of  Funds  for  Trade,  fuch  as  Corn,  Cattle,  Fifliing, 
Wool,  Linnen,  Coals,  Salt,  Lead,  &c, 

Amongft  thefe  many  feveral  Funds,  there  are  fbme,  which  in 
their  Ufe  and  Improvement  are  prejudicial  to  each  other,  with  re- 
fped  to  the  Perlbns  who  are  the  Proprietors,  and  do  natural!/ 
create  a  Rivalfhip  in  Trade  ;  fuch  as  the  Woollen  in  the  South, 
and  th€  Linnen  in  the  North ;  the  Importers  of  Cattle  in  the  one 
part,  and  the  Breeders  in  the  other  ;  the  Pilchers  in  one  part, 
and  Herrings  in  the  other ;  the  Lace-workers  in  one,  and  the 
Clothiers  in  another. 

It  is  very  plain  what  Treatment  the  Scots  may  exped  as  to 
thefe  Matters  in  an  united  Parliament ;  and  if  any  Man  doubts 
it,  he  may  be  fully  fatisfied,  by  examining  the  Deportment  of 
the  Englifh  towards  one  another,  by  feveral  A6h  paft  in  their 
own  Parliaments,  fuch  as  thele  concerning  Cattle,  Flanders- 
Lace,  Water-born  Coal,  &c.  In  which  Cafes,  the  prevailing 
Members  of  fbme  Corners  of  England^  have  advanc'd  their  own 
Frodud  and  Manufadure  by  Laws,  not  only  to  the  prejudice  of 
another  part  which  was  not  fb  numerous  in  Reprefentatives, 
but  even  to  the  hurt  of  fome  of  the  moft  valuable  Branches  of 
theProdud  and  Trade  o/iEngUnci* 

If  the  Subjeds  of  England  have  been  fb  treated  by  each  other, 
how  muft  it  fare  with  the  Scots,  where  the  greater  Extent  of 
Territories  by  Land  and  Sea,  (to  omit  other  Confiderations)  fhall 
produce  a  greater  variety  of  Funds ;  fbme  of  which  do  more 
dirediy  Rival  the  Funds  oiEngUnd^  than  thofe  of  England  do  one 
another. 

For  inftance,  Suppofing  an  Ad  were  offered  in  the  united  Par- 
liament, for  burying  in  Wollen  all  over  the  Nation,  it  would  cer- 
tainly carry  by  Votes,  and  the  Scots  Linnen  would  fuffer  by  it. 

Suppofing  the  Pilcher-fifhers  in  Cornwall^  and  the  Red-herring 
Traders  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Seas  befbuth  Torkfiire,  fhould  find 

B  that 
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that  the  Scots  Hierring  went  to  their  Markets,  and  fpoiled  their 
Trade,  ic  is  plain,  they  can  find  means  to  clogg  that  Trade  of 
Herring-Hilling  in  Scotland. 

In  a  word.  The  great  diftance  of  Ground  from  the  South  to 
tlie  North,  with  the  various  and  dikrepant  Funds  of  Trade,  do 
naturally  eftabhfh  two  diftant  Centers  of  Trade,  to  be  carried  on 
by  two  ieveral  Races  of  Men,  who  muft  have  two  diftind  Views 
of  Profit  and  Lois ;  and  whatever  Misfortunes  the  Scots  have 
lain  under  hitherto,  by  the  over-ruhng  Influence  of  their  Neigh- 
bours, it  is  the  finifhing  ftroke  to  their  linking  Trade,  to  abandon 
it  by  whole  faleto  the  Mercy  of  that  Parliament,  which  can  now 
by  out-voting  the  Scots,  do  that  by  Law  which  formerly  was  a- 
gainfl:  the  Laws  of  Nations,  and  did  involve  them  in  a  ftate  of 
Variance  (ifnotofWar)  with  the  Scots. 

But  perhaps  People  may  think  thefe  are  but  trifling  Articles  of 
Trade,  and  ought  to  give  way  to  the  other  Bleflings  which  they 
expe£t  from  this  united  Parhament,  and  hope  that  the  45  Scots 
Members  may  find  favour  with  the  contiguous  Englifh  Mem- 
bers to  join  with  them  tofupport  the  equal  Enjoyment  of  thefe 
incorporated  Interefts;  therefore  I  fhall  leave  this  point  to  the 
further  Confideration  of  unprejudiced  Men,  and  (hall  proceed  to 
defcribe  the  Fate  of  thefe  valuable  Interefts  which  are  exprefly  ta 
be  referved,  as  a  diftinO:  National  Property. 

I  fhall  pafs  over  feveral  Articles  of  lefTer  moment,  which  arc 
faid  to  be  referved  in  this  Treaty,  and  fhall  only  take  notice  of 
thefe  four  referved  Interefls,  as  being  of  the  higheft  Confequence. 
to  the  Scots. 

1.  The  feparate  eftablifh'd  Interefi:  of  Church-Government. 

2.  A  feparate  State,  or  rather  Species  of  Nobility. 
5.  Separate  Municipal  Laws  and  Judicatures. 

4.  A  feparate  Duty  of  an  Equivalent  to  be  paid  by  the  Englifh 
to  the  Scots,  in  recom pence  of  that  Share  of  the  Debts  of  England 
which  the  Scots  are  to  pay. 

I  fliall  demonflrate  that  as  to  the  firft  and  fecond  of  thefe,  the 
Englifh  are  under  an  indifpenfible  Duty  to  demolifh  them  ;  and 
that  as  to  the  third  and  fourth,  it  will  be  to  the  Intereft  and  Ad- 
vantage of  the  Englifh  to  fupprefs  them.  As 
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As  to  the  firfl:,  it  were  intirely  foreign  to  the  prefent  purpofcj 
to  enter  into  the  debate  in  point  of  Right,  which  of  thefe  two 
Ghurch-Governments  is  Jure  Divim^  or  which  of  them  is  the 
more  orderly,  proper,  or  decent  :  What  is  neceffary  for  the  pre- 
fent purpofe,  is  to  take  notice  in  point  of  fa£l,  of  thefe  three 
leveral  Principles ;  one  or  other  of  which  does  determine  all  Men 
ui  their  Deportment  towards  Church-Government. 

Firft,  Mod  People  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Eftablifhment  of 
Chnrch-Government  is  equally  Sacred  with  that  of  Civil  Govern- 
ment ;  that  as  God  Almighty  hath  inftituted  one  for  the  Prefer- 
vation  of  the  Civil  Rights  of  Men,  fb  he  hath  inftituted  the  o- 
therfor  the  Benefit  of  their  Souls  ;  and  that  his  Vicegerent  Powers, 
whether  Princes,  Parliaments,  or  other  Affemblies,  are  eacli  of 
them  in  their  (everal  Capacities,  Executive  or  Legiflative,  bound 
in  Duty  to  God,  both  to  fupport  and  promote  that  Church-Go- 
vernment which  they  think  is  right. 

As  a  great  many  are  of  this  opinion  from  a  principle  of  Confci- 
ence,  fo  a  great  many  more  are  {o  from  a  Principle  of  Policy  and 
good  Government:  Thefe  do  think  that  the  Government  of 
Church  and  State  are  fo  naturally  interwoven,  that  no  Nation  can 
be  at  peace,  unlefs  both  thefe  go  hand  in  hand  in  their  natural 
Duties  to  each  other,  and  in  their  common  Difpenfations  to  the 
whole  Members  of  the  united  Society. 

A  third  (brt  of  People  (and  not  a  few)  are  from  a  fa£lious 
Principle,  ready  at  all  limes  to  put  Clergymen  by  the  Ears, 
even  where  an  Eftablifhment  by  Law  makes  the  one  part  fecure, 
and  a  Toleration  by  Law  makes  the  other  part  eafy  ;  and  when 
two  oppofiteEftablifhments  fliall  appear  in  Wefiminftery  and  both 
fhall  pretend  to  claim  their  equal  Rights  in  an  united  Parliamentj 
thefe  fa£tious  Men  will  never  want  a  ready  handle. 

Seeing  then  the  Members  of  an  united  Parliament  muft  be  re- 
gulated by  one  or  other  of  thefe  Principles,  it  is  very  plain,  that 
this  united  Parliament,  muft  come  to  a  Vote,  Which  of  thefe 
Church  Governments  fhall  ftand,  and  the  other  at  beft  muft  fa- 
tisfie  it  felf  with  being  tolerated. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  objeded  againft  thefe  Fears,  that  the  ground 
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of  Contention  will  rather  be  removed,  b)rtwo  feveral  Eftablifh- 
ments  ot  Church-Government,  feeing  the  ground  of  Diflatisfa^ti- 
on  was,  becaufe  the  one  was  not  eltablifhed  as  well  as  the  other  ^ 
that  if  two  Churches  are  eftablifh'd,  both  Parties  will  be  fatisfied, 
and  thole  who  are  not  pleas'd  witli  the  one,  may  go  to  the  other : 
As  to  which,  it  jhall  be  acknowledg'd,  that  the  Subjects  of  both 
Nations  may  Hveeafily  under  twodiSerent  Church  Governments;, 
and  if  thefe  Two  Nations  were  united  in  Trade,  and  other  Inte- 
refts,  fo  as  that  the  Subjeds  of  Both  fhould  find  equal  Encourage- 
ment in  either,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  both  Nations  might 
be  more  eafie  as  to  Church  Matters  than  they  are  at  prefent ;  but 
at  the  fame  time,  thefe  two  different  Eftablifh'd  Churches  cannot 
be  fupported  by  one  and  the  fame  Parliament. 

And  here  appears  plainly,  thegrofs  Miftake  of  thofe  who  ima- 
gine that  one  Parliament  can  fupport  two  different  Church-Efta- 
blifhments ;  they  do  not  advert  to  the  difference  betwixt  being 
Tolerated  and  being  Eftablifh'd. 

To  be  tolerated,  is  no  more  than  to  receive  the  Compaflion  of 
the  Law,  without  the  leaft  fhare  of  Power,  Incouragemcnt,  or 
Approbation. 

To  be  eftablifh'd,  is  to  receive  the  Approbation,  Judgment, 
and  the  whole  Will  of  the  Law  ;  and  a  Church  eftablifh'd,  is 
adually  aflumed  into  a  fhare  of  the  Conftitution  of  the  Govern- 
ment, with  fuch  a  fhare  of  its  Power  as  is  proper  to  adminifter 
itsownDifcipline. 

So  that  to  fay,  one  and  the  fame  Parliament  will  allow  two 
Churches  to  be  eftablifh'd,  each  with  feparate  Power,  is  equally 
ridiculous,  as  to  fay,  that  one  Man  can  have  two  different  Wills  i 
and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  the  firft  Ad  of  an  united  Parlia- 
ment, will  be  to  reduce  one  of  thefe  incompatible  Eftablifbments  y 
which  of  the  two  will  fall,  is  eafy  to  guefs. 

To  illuftrate  this  point,  I  fhall  fuppofe,  that  at  the  late  Revo- 
lution, Epifcopacy  had  been  fettled  in  the  North,  and  Presbytery 
in  the  Weft  ^'according  to  the  Inclinations  of  thefe  refpedive 
parts  oi  Scotland)  would  not  the  World  have  lookt  upon  this  as  an 
incongruous  piece  of  work  ;  and  would  not  both  thefe  Eftablifh- 
ments  have  been  jumbled  into  one  long  e'er  now.  The 
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The  Cafe  will  be  the  fame,  if  the  Parliaraeats  of  both  Nations 
are  as  much  united  as  that  of  Scotland  is  united  in  it  felf,  with 
this  variation  only,  that  the  Church-Governments  of  £»g/4W  and 
Scotland  are  more  incompatible  than  Scots  Epifcopacy  and  Pref- 
bytery  are. 

Perhaps  it  may  again  be  objected,  that  if  thefe  two  Church- 
Governments  are  exprefly  fecured  by  pofitive  Articles,  in  this 
grand  and  folemn  Treaty,  no  Parliament  will  attempt  to  altei* 
them. 

As  to  which,  firft,  in  point  of  fafl:,  if  this  prefent  Parliament  of 
Scotland  (hall  attempt  to  Tub  vert  the  whole  Fabrick  of  the  Scots 
Conftitution,  certainly  a  fortiori,  an  united  Parliament  may  in- 
vert, or  rather  regulate  a  part  of  the  Conftitution ;  and  therefore 
thefe  who  have  any  value  for  either  the  Church-Government  of 
Scotland^  or  for  any  other  of  thefe  reserved  Interefts,  muft  of  all 
things  be  careful  to  avoid  fo  much  as  coming  to  a  queftion, 
whether  or  not  this  prefent  Parliament  can  finifh  this  Treaty  of 
Union  j  for  if  this  Parliament  fhall  fb  much  as  point  at  any  fuch 
thing,  there  is  an  end  for  ever,  of  all  the  Security  which  the  Scots 
can  have  for  any  of  their  referved  Interefts. 

But  in  the  next^place,  in  point  of  Right,  it  is  plainly  above  the 
power  of  this  Parliament  to  attempt  any  fuch  Alteration  in  the 
Conftitution ;  the  reafon  is  plain.  Members  of  Parliament  are  but 
Adminiftrators,  and  their  A£ts  cannot  extend  beyond  the  Power 
given  them  by  their  Conftituents ;  which  is  in  general^  to  fupport 
or  amend  the  Conftitution,  either  by  makingnew  Laws,  or  by 
mending  old  ones. 

And  though  Commiflions  to  reprefent  in  Parliament,  do  run 
in  general  and  moft  ample  Terms,  yet  there  is  one  natural  Con- 
dition in  all  Commiflions,  which  neither  needs  nor  ought  to  be 
exprefs'd,  viz..  That  the  Undertakers  of  the  Commiflions  fLall 
contain  themfelves  within  the  verge  of  the  Conftitution  ;  If  they 
exceed  this,  they  ufurpe  a  Power  which  is  not  given  them; 
they  violate  the  Conftitution,  and  are  puniQiable  as  Ufurpers  and 
Traitors. 

Atter  all,  Suppofmg  a  new  Parliarnent  were  called,  and  that 
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the  Members  were  fully  inftruded,  and  impowered  by  their 
Coiiftituents  to  ratify  a  Treaty  by  which  both  Parliaments  were 
to  be  turned  into  one,  and  that  this  kll:  Scene  of  a  dying  Scots 
Parliament,  and  Scots  Conftitution,  fhould  take  all  the  precauti- 
on which  they  could  devife,  for  fecuring  the  prefent  Eilablifh'd 
Church-Government  of  Scotland^  yet  it  is  plainly  beyond  the  pow- 
er of  Men,  to  make  fuch  a  provifion  of  Security  as  may  not  be 
undone  in  an  united  Parliament. 

That  Eftablifliment,  which  was  formerly  fafe  under  the  Guar- 
dianfhip,  Will  and  Approbation  of  its  own  Parliament,  and  of  its 
own  independent  Conilitution,  is  now  turned  out  from  under 
that  fhelter,  and  muft  take  its  Fate  under  a  new  fort  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  independent  Conftitution,  where,  if  it  has  the  Majo- 
rity, it  receives  Approbation,  and  is  alTumed  into  a  fhare  of  that 
new  Gonftitution  ;  but  if  otherwife,  it  may  perhaps  obtaia 
Compaflion  and  Tolleration. 

It  may  be  here  alledged,  That  all  thofe  Dangers  and  Injuries 
by  which  the  Scots  fufFer  at  the  hands  of  the  Englifh,  do  arife 
from  that  State  of  Separation  betwixt  the  Two  Kingdoms,  and 
that  the  more  that  this  Separation  is  removed,  the  lefs  the  Danger 
will  be  ;  That  an  united  Parliament  makes  us  One  and  not  Two, 
all  Britifli,  and  what  is  done  in  that  Parliament  is  done  for  the 
Britifh,  and  by  the  Britifh. 

As  to  which,  I  do  fb  far  agree  with  the  Notion  of  an  Incorpo- 
rate Union  ;  that  both  the  Jealoufies  we  are  under,  and  the  In- 
juries we  receive,  do  arife  from  our  prefent  State  of  Separation  ; 
and  therefore  I  am  for  uniting  both  Nations  in  all  thefe  Interelb 
which  are  mentioned  in  this  prelent  Treaty,  and  fbme  more,  if 
fb  the  Wifdom  of  the  Nation  fhall  think  fit. 

But  feeing  by  the  Scheme  of  this  Treaty  (and  by  all  other 
Schemes  that  ever  I  heard  of)  there  are  fome  very  valuable  Inte- 
refls  to  be  refer ved  as  feparatc  Properties,  and  even  as  diftind  E- 
ftablifhments ;  it  feems  beyond  humane  Comprehenfion,  how 
thefe  feparate  diftin£t  Interefls,  and  Eflablifhments,  can  be  regu- 
lated and  fupported  by  one  Parliament. 

There  are  two  Meafures,  which  the  Scots  in  prudence  may 
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take  to  skrcen  themfelves  fram  the  unequal  Power  of  the  Englifh ; 
one  is,  To  purchafe  their  AtFe£lions ;  the  other  is,  To  avoid 
their  Influence. 

There  is  no  honourable  way  for  compafling  the  firft,  but  by  u- 
niting  with  them,  as  I  have  laid  above  ;  and  if  this  will  do  the 
turn,  where  is  the  Neceffity  or  Prudence  of  difmembring  of  a 
Scots  Conftitution,  thorough  fb  many  Difficulties,  Hardfhips, 
and  Dangers :  If  this  Union  of  Interefts  is  not  able  to  purchafe 
entirely  the  Affedions  of  the  Englifh,  but  that  the  Englifh  after 
fuch  an  Union  in  Interefts,  may  ftill  have  an  itching  to  out-rival 
the  Scots  in  fome  of  their  united  Interefts,  and  fliall  (till  find 
themfelves  under  a  Neceffity  or  Duty  to  fupprefs  or  demolifli 
thefe  Interefts  which  are  reierved  to  the  Scots :  In  that  Cafe, 
for  the  Scots  to  fubjedt  thelc  Interefts  to  an  united  Parliament,  is 
fb  far  from  being  an  Expedient  to  avoid  Englifh  Influence,  that 
it  is  the  way  to  throw  themfelves  head-long  into  it ;  and  the  Scots 
deferve  no  pity,  if  they  voluntarily  furrender  their  united  and  fe- 
parate  Interefts  to  the  Mercy  of  an  united  Parliament,  where  the 
Enghfh  fhall  have  fb  vaft  a  Majority* 

The  Englifli  can  find  accefs  twx)  feveral  ways,  to  injure  the 
Scots  in  their  Trade,  or  other  Concerns,  By  their  Influence  upon 
a  Scots  Parliament ;  and,  By  Laws  paft  in  an  Englifh  Parliament. 

It  is  very  plain,  that  they  can  pradife  the  firft  of  thefe  means 
with  a  great  deal  of  more  eafe  in  an  unit-ed  Parliament,  than  in  a 
feparate  Scots  Parliament :  It  is  much  eafier  to  corrupt  45  Scots 
9Lt  Lendon^  than  it  is  to  corrupt  300  at  Edinburgh  ;  and  befides, 
there  will  be  no  cccafion  of  corrupting  them,  when  the  Cafe  fhall 
occur,  of  a  difference-  betwixt  the  South- Britons  and  the  North- 
Britons  ;  for  the  Northern  will  be  out-voted,  without  beinc» 
corrupted.  As  the  firft  can  be  pradis'd  with  more  eafe,  fo  the 
Scots  may  be  injured  in  an  united  Parhament  with  greater  fafety. 

A  feparate  Parliament  of  ii^^/;?;/^  (cfpecially  if  the  Terms  of 
Union  are  exprefly  declared)  cannot  make  a  Breacli  in  the  Inte- 
refts of  Scotland^  without  eminent  danger  to  theiTifelves  ;  but  in 
an  united  Parliament,  they  have  the  Concurrence  of  the  Scots, 
even  though  the  whole  45  Ihould  vote  againft  the  Law  ;  -  and  thefe 
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45  Scots  Members  do  ferve  for  no  more  than  as  fo  many  Scots 
Witnelles,  to  affent  to  the  furrender  ot  fuch  Rights  as  the  En- 
ghfh  Qiall  pleafe  to  take  from  them,  and  to  rife  in  Judgment  a- 
gainll:  their  own  Nation,  if  they  (hould  afterwards  pretend  that 
any  Injury  has  been  done.  them. 

In  a  word,  A  feparate  EngUfh  Parhament  may  perhaps  invade 
the  Scots  Rights  by  their  Laws ;  and  perhaps  a  Scots  Parhament 
may  rtnd  means  to  move  them  to  repeal  thofe  Laws ;  But  in  the 
cafe  of  an  united  Parhament,  theScotsdomakeafornial  Surrender 
of  the  very  Faculty  it  felf,  and  are  for  ever  left  to  the  Mercy  of 
the  Englifli,  with  refped  to  all  their  Interelts,  both  united  and 
feparate. 

I  fhall  clofe  what  I  have  to  fay,  touching  this  Dream  of  being 
one  and  not  two,  by  putting  the  Cafe,  That  a  Law  were  offered 
in  the  united  Parliament,  (to  make  it  go  down  the  better^  and  that 
it  were  brought  in  by  one  of  the  45  Scots  Members,for  fome  Regu- 
lation in  the  Church-Government,  or  for  fome  Regulation  of  the 
Civil  Judicatures,  or  touching  fome  matters  of  Trade;  andfup- 
pofing,  that  whatever  fmooth  Title  this  Liw  might  have,  yet  it 
did  point  at  no  lefs  than  to  over-turn  the  Church,  or  Civil  Judica- 
tures in  Scotland,  or  to  ruine  the  Trade  of  Scotland  ;  I  fuppofe  the 
other  Scots  Members  fhould  oppofe  this  Law,  as  being  prejudicial 
to  the  Scots  Rights  referved  in  the  Articles  of  Treaty  ;  The  An- 
fwer  is  very  ready  and  plain,  That  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  Scots 
or  Englifh,  they  are  all  Britifb,  they  are  one,  and  not  two ;  the 
Law  now  propofed  cannot  hurt  the  Scots  no  more  than  the  En- 
gliih;  if  it  does  hurt,  it  does  hurt  to  the  Britidi,  of  which  the  En- 
ghfh  are  a  part ;  and  the  only  way  to  know  whether  it  does  hurt 
or  good  to  the  Britifli,  is  to  put  it  to  the  Vote  of  a  Britifll  Parlia- 
mentc 

This  will  be  the  liTue  of  that  darling  Plea,  of  being  one  and  not 
two ;  it  will  be  turned  upon  the  Scots  with  a  Vengeance  ;  and 
thei/45  Scots  Members  may  dance  round  to  all  Eternity,  in  this 
Trap  of  their  own  making. 

I  proceed  to  confider  the  next  Scots  Intereft  which  is  to  be  re- 
ferved, viz,  A  feparate  State,  or  rather  Species  of  Nobility. 
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I  am  not  here  to  examine  into  the  Juftice  of  that  Proportion  of 
t6,  which  I  am  told  is  by  the  Treaty  appointed  to  be  the  Num- 
ber for  reprefenting  the  whole  Body  of  the  Scots  Nobihty  in  the 
united  Parliament,  neither  am  I  to  take  notice  of  the  manner  how 
they  are  to  reprefenr. 

What  I  am  here  to  obferve,  is.  That  by  this  Treaty  the  Scots, 
Peers  are  reduced  iiuo  a  new  State  ;  and  upon  this  account,  it 
may  be  very  proper  to  confider,  what  Influence  that  new  Species 
of  Mungrel-Peeragemay  have  upon  the  Union  and  Peace  of  thefe 
Nations,  and  what  danger  this  new  Sett  of  diminutive  Peers 
may  be  in  of  being  in  time  altogether  fuppreft. 

Firft  then,  That  the  Scots  Peers  are  reduc'd  to  a  new  State,  is 
plain;  They  have  by  the  Patents  of  their  Families,  an  inherent, 
proper,  and  constant  Right  of  Sitting  and  Voting  in  Parliament; 
and  by  the  preient  Treaty,  that  conftant  Right  of  theirs  is  turned 
into  a  meer  precarious  Right,  either  by  Eledion,  or  by  Rotation. 

It  is  very  obvious,  what  Influence  the  degrading  of  this  State 
would  have  upon  the  Peace  of  thefe  Nations :  The  Right  of  fitting 
conllantly  in  Parliament,  and  of  fharingin  the  Legiflative  Power 
erf  the  Government,  is  as  regularly  the  Property  of  every  Peer  of 
ScotUndy  as  his  own  Eliate  is  ;  and  indeed  it  is  more  facred  and 
valuable,  becaufe  the  Condition  of  a  Man's  Eftate  may  fail,  but 
that  of  his  Reprefentation  cannot,  without  forfeiture. 

The  Hiftory  of  all  Ages  hath  taught  us.  That  fingle  injured  Fa- 
milies have  been  very  uneafy  to  a  Government ;  and  that  Go- 
vernment muft  be  in  a  ftrange  condition,  which  hath  fo  great  a 
number  of  Families  in  a  flate  of  Forfeiture  *,  and  thefe  the  great- 
eft,  and  bed  allied  Families  in  the  Nation. 

It  is  of  no  manner  of  weight,  to  pretend  that  their  Rights  are 
prelerved  by  being  reprefented  by  a  fmall  Number  ;  and  that  be- 
fides,  they  acquire  all  the  other  Privileges  of  Englifh  Peers  ;  fuch 
as  the  Privilege  of  running  in  Debt  without  being  bound  to  pay 
it,  &c. 

For  firft.  If  the  Privilege  of  a  conftant  Right  is  turned  into  that 
of  Eledion,  it  is  quite  altering  the  oroperty  and  nature  of  the 
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Privilege  r  A  Peer  has  in  that  cafe,  lefs  opportunity  for  fharing  in 
the  Government  of  his  Nation,  than  a  leffer  Baron  ;  and  it  is 
plain,  that  in  procefs  of  time,  an  united  Parliament  would  mum- 
ble this  rpurious  Race  of  Scots  Peers  into  nothing,  top  very  obvi-* 
ous  Reafbns. 

As  to  their  acquiring  of  all  the  remaining  Privileges  of  Englifh 
Peers,  thefe  can  never  come  to  make  near  an  Equivalent  for  that 
conftant  Right  of  Reprefentation ;  and  befides  for  a  taft  of  their 
future  Treatment  in  thefe  matters,  I  am  told,  that  even  in  tho 
very  Treaty  it  felf,  the  Scots  Peers  are  already  juftled  out  of  one 
of  the  chief  of  thefe  Privileges,  viz.  Their  Right  of  fitting  in 
Judgment  upon  the  Trial  of  a  Peer  :  But  this  is  to  delcend  into 
the  Particulars  of  the  Treaty,  which  I  am  to  avoid. 

I  know,  fome  Scotfmen  do  think  that  this  State  hath  been  en-* 
creas'd  to  a  Number  beyond  meafure ;  and  therefore  in  retren* 
ching  the  number  of  Peers,  the  Nation  will  not  fuflPer. 

I  am  very  fenfible,  that  this  State  is  fwelled  ('efpecially  of  late) 
to  a  very  over-grown  bulk ;  and  perhaps  there  is  too  much  ground 
to  think,  that  fome  Men  have  been  inltrumental  in  encreafing 
the  Number,  of  purp>ofe  to  fink  that  noble  Body  of  Men  by  its 
own  weight,  efpecially  confidering  the  mean  and  fcandalous 
Grounds  which  fome  obfcure  People  have  moft  impudently  offered 
of  late,  for  their  Pretenfions  to  Titles  of  Honour. 

Upon  this  account,  the  Nation  may  have  an  eye  upon  thefe 
who  have  been  the  chief  Inftruments  in  fuch  Promotions ;  and  it 
may  become  the  Wifdom  of  the  Nation,  to  fall  upon  M^^ns  to  ob- 
liru£l:  any  fuch  in  time  coming.  \  .,' 

But  as  to  thefe  Gentlemen,  who  would  riin  to  that  extreariH 
of  difmembring  the  State  of  Peers,  I  Would  recommend  to  their 
Confideration,  the  Fate  of  Ibme  Northern  Nations,  who  enter'd 
upon  the  fame  Attempts* 

Let  no  Man  think,  that  it  is  an  eafie  matter  to  alter  any  Branch 
of  a  Conftitution :  The  fundamental  Settlements  of  a  Conftitution 
are  like  fo  many.  Links  of  a  Chain,  when  one  Link  is  broke,  the 
wuoie  Chain  is  broke ;  an4  if  one  State  of  the  Nation  fets  up  a 
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Rivalfhip  with  another,  perhaps  a  third  Party  Hes  in  wait  to  puc 
the  whole  under  Chains ;  and  it  is  too  much  to  be  feared,  that 
(bme  People  may  have  propagated  thefe  diforderly  Notions  with 
this  very  View. 

Befides,  Thefe  Gentlemen,  who  expe£l  to  eafe  the  Scots 
Nation  of  a  Burthen,  by  reducing  the  Number  and  Power 
of  the  Scots  Nobility  in  this  manner,  will  find  themfelves 
very  wide  of  their  purpoie.  If  indeed  a  Propofal  were  made, 
for  reforming  that  State,  with  relation  to  the  Government,  or 
Conftitution  of  Scotlmdy  as  it  now  ftands  by  it  (elf,  perhaps  there 
might  be  fome  colour  of  ground  to  exped  fome  Eafe  to  the  Nati- 
on by  it  ;  and  even  that  muft  be  attended  with  eminent  Banger 
to  the  Conftitution. 

But  if  this  Reform  is  calculated  for  the  Cafe  of  the  United 
Parliament,  it  is  to  take  fo  much  Power  out  of  the  hands  of  a 
Raceof  Scotfmen,  who  might  fome  time  or  other  ftand  in  the 
Gap  for  that  part  of  the  Ifland  where  their  Interefts  and  Relations 
are,  and  to  tranflate  it  into  the  hands  of  a  Sett  of  Men,  whofe 
Bialslies  another  way,  and  whofe  little  Finger  may  prove  thicker 
than  the  others  Loins. 

J,  I  make  not  the  leaft  doubt,  that  there  are  fome  People  in 
thfc  Nation,  who,  from  a  prejudice  at  the  prefcnt  Church-Efta- 
blifhment,  and  the  Nobility,  would  willingly  facrifice  Both, 
hoping  that  they  fhall  be  able  to  lecure  their  other  Interefts, 
which  are  of  more  value  to  them. 

.  But  thefe  Gentlemen  will  find,  that, all  their  Interefts  will  meei 
with  the  fame  Quarters ;  when  an  united  Parhament  (hall  take  a- 
way  one  refer ved  Intereft,  this  opens  a  Floodgate  to  fweep  away 
the  remainder. 

I  proceed  therefore  to  examine  the  third  Article  of  thefe  Refer- 
ved  Interefts,  viz.  The  Municipal  Laws,  and  the  Judicatures 
foradminiftrating  Juftice,  in  which  every  individual  SubjeQ,  of 
whatfomevcr  Eft  ate,  Quality  or  Complexion,  xnult_be  concwaed 
to  the  higheft  degree.  :.^^':   . 
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I  fhall  not  be  tenacious  of  the  Syftem  of  our  Laws,  though 
perhaps  they  are  inferior  to  none  ;  the  Danger  here  pointed  at, 
is,  That  the  Judicatures  for  adminiftrating  Juftice,  and  the  Cog- 
nizance of  all  Law-Suits,  fhall  be  carried  up  to  London^  either  in 
the  fiiil:  Inftance,  or  by  way  of  Appeal. 

If  this  fhould  be  the  Fate  of  our  Judicatures,  inevitable  Ruin 
muft  follow  ;  There  is  not  any  Man  in  the  Nation,  whofe  Affairs 
do  notoblidge  him  frequently  to  attend  the  Seffion  at  Edinburgh  y 
and  even  this  is  a  very  heavy  Expence  to  thofe  who  live  in  the  re- 
mote^hires ;  What  infupportable  addition  of  Expence  will  infuc, 
if  in  place  of  coming  to  Edinhurghy  they  muft  go  to  London^  is 
not  fo  much  as  to  be  thought  of? 

That  this  will  be  the  Fate  of  our  Judicatures,  is  too  plain  :  It 
will  begin  with  Appeals ;  and  whatever  Refervation  we  may  pre- 
tend to  make  for  a  Scots  Court  of  Appeals,  the  Houfe  of  Peers  will 
never  fuffer  one  part  of  the  Nation  to  be  from  under  their  Jurif- 
di^lion,  more  than  another;  the  Scots  and  Englifh  are  no  more 
two,  but  one,  all  are  Britifh  ;  and  it  muft  be  thelntereft  of  a 
Britifh  Houfe  of  Peers,  to  make  all  the  Britifh  Subjects  equally 
own  the  Jurifdidion  of  their  Houfe. 

After  Appeals,  the  Judicatures  will  foon  follow  :  Firft  they 
will  lofe  their  Authority,  when  People  know  where  they  can  re- 
verie a  Sentence  of  the  Seflion,  they  will  not  be  very  Ibllicitous 
what  Sentence  the  Seflion  gives. 

Many  Members  of  the  united  Parliament  are  Advocates  and 
Attorneys  at  London^  thefe  will  bring  all  the  Scots  Grift  they 
can  to  their  own  Mill. 

All  the  Reprelentatives  of  thefe  Towns  and  Counties  which 
lie  upon  the  Road,  betwixt  Scotland  and  London,  will  oblige 
themfelves  and  their  Conftituents,  by  bringing  fb  many  Travel- 
lers into  thefe  places  every  Term. 
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In  a  word,  it  will  even  fare  with  the  Scots,  as  it  did  with  the 
Welfl],  only  with  this  Variation,  that  the  more  extraordinary 
Diftance  of  Scotland  from  Lorjdon,  will  make  the  Expenfe  far 
more  infupportable  to  the  Scots  than  it  is  to  the  Weldi. 

Asthefe  feveral  Reafbns  which  I  have  mentioned  will  occafion 
the  Tranfportation  of  our  Scots  Judicatures  to  London,  To  I  am 
told  that  there  are  (bme  Claufes  in  the  Treaty,  which  feem   de- 

figned"  of  purpofe  to  pave  the  way  for  ic,  fuch  as fubjed  ne- 

verthelefs  to  fuch  Regulations,  as  fhall  be  thought  necelTary  for 
the  better  Adminiftration  of  Juftice,  to  be  made  by  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Bntatn That  after  the  Union  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil does  continue  in  ScotUnd^  for  preferving  of  Order  and.«pub- 
lick  Peace,  until  the  Parliament  of  Briuin  fhall  think  fit  to  alter 

it,  oreltablifh  any  other  eflPedual  Courfe  for  that  end. That 

all  other  Courts  now  in  being  in  ScotUndy  do  remain,  but  fub- 
je£^  to  fuch  Alterations  by  the  Parliament  of  Britaw,  as  may  be 
thought  more  expedient  for  the  common  Good. 

I  am  to  fhun  meddling  with  the  Treaty,  and  therefore  I  fhall 
make  no  Comment  upon  thele  Claules. 

Perhaps  fome  People  upon  account  of  the  perfonal  Faults  of 
our  Judges,  may  be  willing  to  part  with  our  Judicatures. 

If  there  are  any  fuch  perfonal  Faults,  let  the  Wifdom  of  a 
Scots  Parliament  provide  a  Remedy  ;  to  part  with  our  Judica- 
tures were  a  Cure  worfe  than  tire  Dileale, 

I  come  to  the  laft  of  thefe  refer ved  Interefts,  vie,  a  feparatc 
Duty  of  an  Equivalent,  to  be  paid  by  the  Engli&  to  the  Scots^ 
in  Compenfation  of  that  (bare  whiqh'  the  Scots  are  bound  to  pay 
of  the  Debts  of  England,  iv!   :  -  -- 

I  am  lb  much  a  Well-wifher  to  an  Union  and  good  Under/land- 
ing  betwixt  thefe  Nations,  that  I  (hall  not  infift  upon  the  Value. 
of  our  Affrican  Company,  which  is  to  be  abandoned  foe  this  E- 
quivalent,  and  which  many  People  think  may  become  of  more 
Value  to  ScotUady  than  all  the  Acqeflion  they  can  hav£  by  the- 
Comraunicatioaof  Trade  \Viih  England, 

Neither 
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Neither  fhall  I  reckon  up  thevaft  Bui'deti  of  Additional  Du- 
ties, which  are  to  be  laid  on  upon  the  Scots,  which.fome  Peo- 
ple look  upon  as  infupportable.  •/.>  a. 

What  1  am  here  to  obferve  is,  that  the  Scots  can  have  no  man- 
ner of  Security  for  this  Equivalent,  in  the  Cafe  of  an  United 
Parliament. 

In  this  matter  of  the  Equivalent,  the  Scots  do  undertake  to 
pay  part  of  the  Englifh  Debts,  by  laying  on  Duties  upon  their 
Cuftoms,  &c.  And  the  Englifh  do  undertake  upon  the  other 
hand,  to  refund  fo  much  Money  to  the  Scots,  as  an  Equiva- 
lent. This  fixeth  a  formal  Debit  and  Credit  betwixt  the  Two 
Nations,  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  an  United  Parliament 
will  bind  the  Scots  to  their  part  of  the  Performance ;  and  they 
may  took  upon  thefe  Dutifes^  upon  their  Cultoms,  c^<;..  as  unal- 
terable ;  but  it  is  very  far  above  the  Power  of  the  Scots  in 
that  United  Parliament^  to  force  the  Englifh  to  pay  their  Equi- 
valent. •'         ■'■"' 

It  is  incident  to  the  depraved  Nature  of  Man,  that  neither 
private'Men,  and  far  lefs  Societies,  will  perform  their -Bargains, 
or  pay  their  Debts,  unlefs  w'here  they  are  compelled  to  it. 

In  the' Cafe  of  ^ivace- Men  or  private  Societies,  the  Judge  at 
Common  Law  is  Umpire  ;  but  in  this  Cafe  of  an  United  Parlia- 
ment, which  has  no  Superior  Power  to  compel  them,  the  Eng- 
lifh are  both  Judge  and  Party. 

^-Whatever  manner  of  way  thi^  Equivalent  is  tobedilpofed  of, 
it  is  certainly 'a' Siifh  of  Money  ;to  be  paid  by  51^,  and  their 
Conftituentfy  to  45  and  their  Conftituents ;  and  if  any  Ma?^ 
does  believe  that  any  513  Men  ia  the  World,  who  have  no 
Power  to  anfwer  td,  will  compel  themfelves,  and  pay  a  great 
Sum  of  Money  either  at  once  ot  yearly,  he  has  more  Fait Iv  than 
E^^perience  or  Judgment.  ' 

Thus  I  have  laid  6pen  with  a41  imaginable  Sincerity,  wha^ 
Ithink  muft  be  the  Fate ''of  the'  Scots  Interefls  ^efpecially 
thofe  which  are  to  be  referved  feparate)  in  an  United  Parlia- 
ment. 

I  ..  And 


And  this  Scheme  of  an  Union  upon  that  toot,  leems  to  be  at- 
tended with  many  infuperable  Difficulties. 

All  thefe  Difficulties  would  evanifh,  if  thefe  Two  Nations 
were  united  in  their  Interefts  under  diflPerent  Parliaments. 

The  EngliQi  cannot  apprehend  the  lead  Danger  from  the  Scots 
in  feparate  Parliaments,  the  only  Ground  of  Difcontent  to  the 
Scots  is,  becaufe  they  are  injured  in  their  Trade  and  other  In- 
terefts, either  by  EngliQi  Laws,  or  by  Englifh  Influence  upon 
Scots  Laws;  If  both  are  united  in  Trade  and  other  Interefts 
by  exprefs  Articles,  the  Scots  muft  be  eafy  to  the  end  of  the 
World. 

Neither  are  the  Scots  to  apprehend  Danger  from  feparate  Par- 
liaments, as  they  may  from  an  united  One,  for  the  Reafons  I 
have  given  above. 

Each  feparate  Parliament  will  fupport  their  own  EftabliQi'd 
Church. 

In  the  Cafe  of  feparate  Parliaments,  there  will  be  no  fubverted 
Conftitutions  and  Privileges,  nor  forfeited  Families,  to  rife  up  to 
difturb  the  Peace  of  the  Society. 

Each  Parliament  will  maintain  their  own  Civil  Laws  and  Ju- 
dicatures. 

And  each  Parliament  will  manage  their  own  Duties  and  Debts 
without  imbroyling  themfelves  with  dangerous  and  uncertain 
Equivalents. 

•  I  know  it  will  be  objeded,  that  to  have  different  Parliaments, 
is  to  continue  in  the  lame  unhappy  State  in  which  we  have  been 
ever  fin ce  thfr  Union  of  the  Two  Crowns. 

This  is  a  plain  Miftakein  fad,  I  do  acknowledge  that  in  Point 
of  Right,  the  Scots  by  their  Union  in  Allegiance  were  juftly  en- 
titled to  aCommunication  of  Trade  and  other  publick  Privileges 
with  the  Englilh,  but  the  Misfortune  lay  in  this,  That  at  the 
Union  of  the  Two  Crowios,  this  mutual  Right  of  Communicati- 
on was  not  dedated  by  (bnle  txprefs  opert  Deed  ;  And  the  Scots 
(who  are  the  weaker  Nation)  were  left  to  plead  their  uncertain 
(though  juft^  Titles  before  the  Judicatures  of  EngUnd, 

This 
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TIlis  Misfortune  may  be  effedually  provided  for  by  an  exprefs 
Treaty,  wliich  will  for  ever  fecure  the  Scots  iriiiich  Articles  as  are 
to  be  exprelly  condefcended  to  by  the  Englilli,  efpccially  confi- 
dering  that  the  Errors  of  paft  times  have  been  a  Warning  to  both 
Nations. 

I  knovv  the  Expenfe  and  fbme  other  bad  Circumftances  in  the 
Conilitution  of  a  Scots  Parliament,  is  nfcd  by  fome  as  an  Aigii- 
mcntfor  an  United  ParHament. 

As  to  the  Expenfe,  a  Scots  Government  may  help  that  if  they 
pleafe,  but  the  Courfe  propofed  will  not  help  it  ;  the  45  Com- 
moners, and  the  16  Peers,  with  the  Attendance  of  other  Scots 
Men  at  London^  upon  account  of  Parliamentary  Bufinefs,  will 
be  an  Expenfe  very  far  beyond  the  other,  and  will  indeed  prove 
an  infupportable  Burden  upon  the  Scots,  efpecially  confidering 
that  in  this  Cafe  the  Money  which  is  fpent  is  all  carried  out  of 
the  Kingdom. 

As  to  the  Errors  in  the  Conilitution  of  a  Scots  Parliament, 
thefe  may  be  helped  by  a  Scots  Parliament,  if  they  who  make 
this  Objection  do  not  obfl:ru6t  it. 

.  But  here  again  we  meet  with  a  frightful  Objection,  compofed 
of  Defpair  and  Fear,  That  the  Scots  can  be  no  worfe  than  they 
are,  and  therefore  they  had  beft  run  into  this  Treaty  at  any  rate ; 
That  if  they  do  not,  the  Englilh  will  never  hear  of  a  Treaty 
again,  and  the  Confequences  will  be  Ruin  and  Defblation^ 

Thisfeemstobeaftrange  wayof  arguing,  Shall  the  Scots  ne- 
ver find  themfelves  in  a  Capacity  of  treating  as  Free-men?  Their 
Treaters  have  been  hurried  into  this  Article  of  an  United  Parlia- 
ment, and  their  Nation  is  to  be  bullied  into  it. 

I  appeal  to  every  Man's  own  Obfervation,  if  (excepting  a  few 
milled  well-meaning  Gentlemen^  thefe  Perfwafives  are  not  han- 
ded  about  by  thofe  very  Men,  who  have  been  moft  active  in 
drawing  their  own  Nation  into  its  preient  State  of  Mifery ; 
Thefe  are  the  Incendiaries,  who  having  fired  the  City,  will  not 
advife  or  affift  the  Inhabitants  to  extinguilh  the  Flame,  but 
would  fright  them  away  to  lave  their  Lives ;  And  thefe  are  they 

who 
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who  have  driven  the  Nation  upon  Precipices,  thereby  to  force 
them  to  fwallow  down  fuch  Terms  as  fhall  be  offered  them. 

But  it  is  to  be  hop'd,  that  the  Wifdom  of  the  Scots  Nation  will 
lake  care  equally  to  avoid  thefe  Precipices,  and  any  fuch  dilho- 
nourable  and  ruinous  Terms. 

It  is  certainly  the  f  ntereft  of  all  good  Men  to  promote  a  nearer 
Union  with  our  Neighbours  oi England  ;.  and  no  time  ought  to  be 
loft  on  our  part  in  going  about  fo  good  a  Work  ;  and  the  EngliOi 
are  no  fuch  People  as  thefe  Incendiaries  would  reprefenc  them  : 
There  are  no  doubt  in  both  Nations,  fome  People  who  endeavour 
to  play  the  game  of  Faction  to  each  others  hand  ;  but  the  wi/e 
and  good  People  of  both,  have  folid  Grounds  to  go  upon,  for  de- 
feating thefe  dark  ProjeQs,  and  for  eftabliQiing  a  lafting  Union 
and  Settlement. 

But  if  the  Englifh  are  not  ripe  for  any  fuch  fblid  mean  of  Acco- 
modation, the  Scots  as  provident  Men,  are  to  confider,  before 
they  take  fuch  a  Jump  in  the  dark,  whether  or  not  they  have  any. 
thing  within  thecompafs  of  their  own  Power,  by  which,  without 
waiting  for  a  Treaty  with  the  Englifh,  they  can  make  themfelves 
eafy  and  fafe. 

If  we  confider  the  Bounty  of  Providence  to  us  in  our  own  Na- 
tive Situation  and  Produdl,  and  the  Wifdom  of  our  Anceftors,  in 
leaving  us  a  good  wholefom  Conftitution  ;  and  fliall  compare  thefe 
with  our  pieient  degenerate  State,  we  (hall  find  a  very  large  Field 
for  improving  the  one,  and  for  reftoring  the  other,  without  the 
Concurrence  of  England, 

I  am  not  for  over-loading  the  Power  of  the  Prince  with  unufu- 
al  Limitations,  efpecially  during  the  Adminiftrationof  fb  gentiea 
Government  as  we  live  now  under  at  prefent. 

Neither  fhall  I  prefume  to  prepolTefs  the  Deliberations  of  the 
infuing  Seflion  of  Scots  Parliament,  by  offering  any  thing  that 
is  new. 

I  fhall  only  in  a  few  general  Terms,  point  out  fome  things 
which  arife  naturally,  as  Expedients  to  obviate  thefe  Objedlions 
which  are  raifed  to  drive  this  Nation  into  the  meafurc  of  an  Uniicd 
Parliament.  D  Thefe 
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Thele  Objedlions  do  point  either  at  the  Defers  of  our  Confti- 
tution  within  our  felves,  or  at  the  Defefts  of  our  relative  State 
with  refped  to  our  Neighbours  of  tn^Unoi. 

As  to  the  Defe£ls  of  our  Conftitution  within  our  lelves,  I  ol> 
ferve  chiefly  thefe  Three  Obje£):ions  are  made.  ^ 

The  Expenfe  and  bad  Conftitution  of  our  Parliaments^^. 

The  exorbitant  Number  of  our  Nobihty ;  and  the  Corruption 
of  our  Judicatures. 

As  to  the  Expenfe,  and  bad  Conftitution  of  our  Parliaments, 
There  have  been  fome  Laws  lying  before  the  Parliament  for  fome 
Years,  and  fome  of  them  ready  for  the  Royal  Allent  too  ;  which 
may  go  a  great  length  in  curing  of  thele  Evils ;  and  what  more  is 
requifite,  may  be  worthy  the  Confideration  of  the  enfuing 
Seftion. 

As  to  the  exorbitant  Number  of  the  Nobility,  there  is  a  Law 
likewife  lying  under  Confideration  for  fome  years,  which  may  be 
a  proper  Remedy  for  obftruding  their  exorbitant  Growth  in  time 
coming. 

As  to  the  Corruption  of  the  Judicatures,  The  Lords  of  Seflion 
are  fecureagainft  the  Frowns  of  a  Court,  by  having  their  Commit 
fions  ad  Vitam :  And  feeing  Corruption  and  Ignorance,  are  Fai- 
lings very  hurtful,  but  not  eaftly  to  be  proven  ;  therefore,  if  the 
Parliament  fhall  think  fir,  to  pafs  a  Law,  for  removing  fummarly 
by  a  Vote  of  Parliament,  fuch  Judges  as  the  Majority  of  the  Par* 
liament  fhall  think  Corrupt  or  Ignorant ;  that  Bench  may  become 
the  beft  conftitute  Judicature  in  the  World,  and  may  be  one  of 
the  moft  eflPe6lual  means  to  make  the  Nation  happy. 

As  to  our  relative  State,  with  refpeQ  to  our  Neighbours  of 
England^  it  is  very  plain,  that  in  point  of  Right,  the  Scots  by 
their  Union  in  Allegiance  with  the  Englifb,  are  bound  to  fhare  of 
the  Burthens  and  Duties  of  England^  and  confequently  are  intitled 
to  as  great  a  fhare  of  their  Trade^  and  other  Privileges,  as  this 
Treaty  does  give  them. 

But  left  fome  narrow  feififh  People  fhould  difpute  this  point  of 
Right,  I  (hall  retire  to  an  undeniable  point  of  Fa^it,  viz*  That 
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the  Scots  a£lua]ly  do  contribute  very  largely  and  effeQually  tofup- 
port  thefc  Wars,  in  which  they  have  no  other  concern,  but  as 
being  under  the  fame  Allegiance  with  EngU»d;  and  which  are  car- 
rit'd  oa  for  fupporting  that  Trade,  of  which  they  are  denied  a 
fhare.     ^ 

Thefe  Means,  I  fay,  of  re£i;ifying  our  own  Conftitution  at 
home,  are  in  our  hands,  in  the  PolTefTion  and  Power  of  a  Scots 
Parliament  ;  and  if  the  Englifh  doe  not  (without  any  farther 
Treaty)  make  the  Scots  fuch  fuitable  Returns,  as  both  their  juft 
Rights  and  their  ready  Performances  do  intitle  them  to,  it  is 
both  natural  and  juft  for  the  Scots  to  withdraw  thefe  Pe;  forman- 
ces,  and  to  turn  them  to  the  bert  Advantage  any  where  elfe. 

This  they  can  eafily  do,  either  by  publick  Treaties,  or  private 
Bargains  with  fome  other  Neighbours,  by  A6ls  of  general  or  parti- 
cular Naturalization,  by  declaring  themfelves  a  free  Port,  and  by 
many  other  Meafures,  which  are  in  the  power  of  a  Scots  People 
or  Parliament,  without  waiting  for  a  Treaty  with  England, 

It's  true,  in  fofar  as  an  Ad  of  Parliament  is  requifite,  the  Af^ 
fent  of  the  Crown  muft  be  had  ;  but  if  a  Scots  Parliament  does 
exert  themfelves  according  to  their  Duty,  they  have  a  Gracious 
Queen  who  will  do  them  Juftice. 

As  to  Apprehenfions  of  Oppofition  from  the  Power  of  En- 
gland^ it  is  in  the  power  of  England  to  do  them  Juliice ;  and  it 
is  not  to  be  imagined,  that  fo  wife  and  fo  generous  a  Nation, 
will  endanger  their  own  and  their  Neighbours  Peace,  where  they 
can  find  fo  eafy  and  fo  juft  a  RertJedy. 

And  befides,  we  fee  that  the  Juftice  of  Providence  hath  infpired 
all  the  Potentates  in  Europe^  with  a  Principle  to  preferve  the 
Ballance  of  its  Power;  and  new  Alliances  do  arife  every  day,  for 
proteaing  any  one  Part,  tho  never  fo  fmall  and  contemptible, 
which  is  attacked  or  injur'd  by  another. 

In  a  word.  If  the  Scots  fhall  boldly,  juftly  and  dutifully,  fet  a- 
bout  to  redify  their  own  Conftitution  at  home,  and  fhall  ufe 
their  own  Native  Produd  of  Men  and  Goods,  tofiich  Advantages 
as  the  Bounty  of  Providence  lays  before  them,  either  by  em- 
ploying 
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ploying  it  with  theii*  Neighbours  of  EngUndy  who  ought 
to  have  the  firft  Offer  of  it,  or  by  making  honourable  and 
beneficial  Bargains  elfewhere :  The  plain  Confequence  muft 
be,  either  a  comfortable  State  at  home  within  themfelves,  or  an 
honourable,  equal,  and  lafting  State  of  Union  with  their  Neigh- 
bours of  England* 


FINIS. 
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